Program Eligibility

The Juvenile Drug Treatment Court Program serves youth between the ages of 13 and 17 who reside in Miami-Dade County. Eligible participants are charged by petition under Chapter 893 of the Florida Statutes with a second- or third-degree felony for the purchase or possession of a controlled substance, tampering with evidence, solicitation to purchase a controlled substance, or obtaining a prescription by fraud.
Youth with non-violent offenses who have mild to severe substance abuse issues, or whose arrest affidavit indicates they were under the influence of alcohol or drugs at the time of arrest, are also eligible. For diversion, the youth must not have any prior felony adjudications and must be identified as having mild to severe substance abuse issues.
Participation in both post-adjudicatory and diversion Juvenile Drug Treatment Court requires the youth’s voluntary consent. If the youth does not voluntarily agree to enter the program, they will not benefit from its treatment and supervision and should not be referred. 
Elimination Criteria will include the following:
· Sale of, or possession with intent to sell a controlled substance.
· Firearm charges (Exception can be made on a case by case basis).
· Pending crimes of violence, on separate counts contained in the same petition without victim consent to enter program.
· Issue regarding restitution: a concurring misdemeanor charge involving restitution will not make a child ineligible if the victim/ child/parent/guardian agree on the amount. Additionally, the child /parent/guardian must have the ability to pay this charge within the period of drug treatment court.
· Youths who were previously referred to any diversion program in the same case are presumptively not eligible for pre-adjudicatory Juvenile Drug Treatment Court. The Court shall determine eligibility upon review of the facts and circumstances of the case.
· Sexual Battery offenses.
· Youth residing outside of Miami-Dade County.
· Youth who are 18 years of age or older.
· Youth who have term limitations on their probation order i.e., 6-month probation term.
· Youth with severe mental illness, mental retardation and severe disabilities that would likely result in an inability to successfully complete the drug court conditions would not be eligible to participate.
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